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One of the main objectives of the TEXMEDIN project is to
create a transnational cluster of Inspiring Labs in the
Mediterranean countries in order to increase the
competitiveness of the partners’ territories in T&A by fostering
the focus on quality, design and innovation. Within the
framework of the project, five Inspiring Labs were established
in Italy, Greece, Spain and France, with the objective to
offer advanced training and support services to new
designers.

During the first phase of their operation, the Inspiring Labs
organized the Texmedin Design Challenge, which was open
to young stylists and designers between 18 and 33 years
old. The whole process was successfully completed at a
local level and the next stage is the completion of the
international part of the competition, where the developed
prototypes will be judged by an international jury comprise
of experts in the clothing and textile sector.

The main achievement that can be presented up to this
point is that the project managed to actively link young
designers not only with important digitized and physical
artefacts from the existing heritage museum collections,
but also provided a platform for design inspirations to

become final prototypes. For a large number of participating
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TEXMEDIN Workshop, Terrassa, 31st March 2011

designers this was a unique opportunity to get acquainted
with the local (and international) clothing sector industry.
At a second stage, the existing network of Inspiring Labs
can further generate a more permanent cooperation activity
between designers, T&A museums, research centres and
SMES.

Furthermore, all partners organized a number of promotional
activities in order to promote the work of the young designers
through the organization of traditional campaigns, i.e.
participation in exhibitions and fashion shows, as well as
utilizing emerging technologies, i.e. social media, web
presentations, portals directly linked to designers, etc.
Through these activities, Mediterranean heritage is re-
positioned as one of the main sources for inspiration for
new designs and collections.

Overall, it can be claimed that the Inspiring Labs, through
their theoretical and practical training offered to young
designers, play an important role in preparing the participants
to enter the production stage — something that is not
covered by the traditional training activities of existing

fashion courses.

Meletis Karabinis
Hellenic Clothing Industry Association
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The TEXMEDIN Digital Library:
New Membership Agreement

After one year from the publishing
online of the TEXMEDIN Digital
Library, with more than 800
inserted items of partners’ T&A
heritage, the database proved to
be a valuable source of inspiration to designers and stylists for creation
of new clothing, textiles and even furniture.

This fact, together with the positive experience developed in the framework
of the Design Challenge and Inspiring Labs and positive and strong
collaboration between all the project partners, led TEXMEDIN
partners to decide to prolong the functioning of the TEXMEDIN Digital
Library beyond the closing date of the project and to promote its use
by other players - namely museums and T&A SMEs - in the European
Union, in order to ensure the continuity and the sustainability of the
project achievements.

The New Membership Agreement regulates the means by which New
Members can join and participate in the TEXMEDIN Digital Library; and
sets forth the terms and conditions of any collaboration between the
new members and the National Contact Points, defined by the TEXMEDIN
partners.

The principles underlying the activities of the TEXMEDIN Project within
this Agreement were stressed seeking to circumscribe the future users
to the authorized keepers of collections of items, highly representative
of the Euro-Mediterranean textile and clothing heritage. The body in
charge for its implementation will be the Permanent Committee of
TEXMEDIN Project Partners supported by three contact points situated
in Prato (Italy), Terrassa (Spain) and Athens (Greece).

The contact points will have the task to make the first assessment of
the candidate and forward the formal procedure to the Permanent
Committee. Each New Member will have to contribute to the expansion
of the database with at least 50 particularly representative items of their
collections and authorize their use for non commercial purposes like
study, research, documentation, promotion, conservation of textile and
clothing heritage and culture of Europe and in particular of the
Mediterranean basin. Hopefully, these collections will become a source
of inspiration for the creation of new products, collections, models and
trends by designers, stylists and companies operating in the textile
sector.

A dedicated page for the New Members - containing the Agreement
and a New Member Request Form - will be available on the Digital
Library web site by the end of July 2011 (www.texmedindigitalibrary.eu).

TEXMEDIN Workshop

"From Inspiration to
Creation: Innovative
Business Models for
Young Fashion
Creatives"

Terrassa, 31st March 2011

The TEXMEDIN Workshop "From
Inspiration to Creation: Innovative
Business Models for Young Fashion
Creatives" was held in Terrassa on
31St March 2011 with the aim to
present to the general public the
educational experience of the Inspiring
Labs as well as the opportunities for
the creation of micro and small
enterprises by young fashion designers
at European level. During the first
session the project partners gave a
detailed overview of all activities done
during the Design Challenge training
sessions in the framework of the
different local Inspiring Labs and
presented the results achieved by the
participant young designers up to date.
The session was concluded by a public
discussion focusing on Inspiring labs
activities and especially on their
sustainability after the end of the
TEXMEDIN project.

The second session on the other hand
gathered professionals working in
fashion incubators for young designers
and stylists, trying to help the most
talented of them to enter the fashion
market and to start their own business.
The public welcomed positively the
success stories told by Isabelle Glaize
from Village des Createurs (Lyon,
France), Veronica Dall’Osso and
Federica Pettarin from Mittelmoda
International Lab (Gorizia, Italy), Pilar
Pasamontes from MODAFAD
(Barcelona, Spain) and Virginie Verrier
from Mucha Fibra. (Barcelona, Spain)
Following the workshop a study visit
was organised in Barcelona. The
TEXMEDIN partners visited the ACTE
exhibition "Futurotextiles" in
Barcelona’s Maritime Museum and
Mucha Fibra Fashion Laboratory
involved in projects with socially
disadvantaged groups from the Raval
district.
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TEXME[“Q’WQ%SM Ch&”ﬁﬁgl%'mentation Activities
An Overview of thé
Educational Experience of Young Designers

By the end of May 2011 all
participants of the five TEXMEDIN
Inspiring labs completed their
educational experience with very
interesting results.

A total number of 54 prototypes
have been realized, 9 fashion
outfits and 1 accessory in Terrassa
IL, 18 fashion outfits in Carpi IL,
1 textile, 1 pair of shoes and
11 fashion outfits in Athens IL,
6 outfits, 1 fashion accessory and
1 accessory for interior design in
Prato IL and finally, 3 fashion outfits
and 2 accessories in Lyon IL.
All the prototypes created in the
framework of Design Challenge
training experience will take part
of a final evaluation, awarding the
best ones with the following prizes:

e The Prize of Excellence for the
prototype achieving the best global
rating

e The Prize of Creativity &
Innovation for the prototype having
the best score under this feature

e The Prize of Industrial Interest
for the prototype having the best
score under this feature

e The Prize for the Most
Experienced Designer for the
prototype by a designer already
established on the fashion scene

e The Prize for the Best Fabrics
for the prototype of best scored
fabrics realized

After the proclamation of final
winners in Lyon on 22" of June,
the TEXMEDIN ltinerant Exhibition
will bring the prototypes to all
partners’ regions giving the young
designers the visibility at EU level.
The exhibition will firstly take place
in Lyon in July, followed by Terrassa
in September, Athens in October,
Prato in November and finally Carpi
in December. Besides the above
exhibitions the prototypes will be
shown at the International Fair
“Agora della Fiera Habitat Valencia”
in September 2011, at the next
autumn Fashion Week in Athens
and at the ACTE Futurotextile
Exhibition in Prato in November.
The exhibition will represent the
culmination of the activities of the
TEXMEDIN project highlighting all
results of an intriguing and creative
journey that in the past two and a
half years was undertaken by the
partners with energy and
enthusiasm.
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Inspiring Lab of Terrassa
"Face to Face Meeting”

Masia Freixa of Terrassa,
25t March 2011

On the 251 March 2011 the “Face to
Face” meeting between designers and
companies was celebrated in the
Masia Freixa of Terrassa - a singular
representation of the textile heritage
of the city - to offer the participants to
the Terrassa Inspiring Lab the
opportunity to increase their network
of contacts. This was also the official
closing event of their training period
and a precious occasion for the
selected young designers to extol their
experience with the Inspiring Lab of
Terrassa, and give an important
impulse to their careers.

TEXMEDIN Design
Challenge: Greek
designers at Athens
Fashion Week

In the framework of Athens Fashion
Week (30t March - 3@ April 2011,
Technopolis, Gazi) a special section
was organized for the promotion of
the work of new fashion designers
participating in the Texmedin Design
Challenge. In particular, during the
Fashion Week an exhibition was open
to the public, where the young
designers presented their prototypes,
and a fashion show was organized,
where models presented the products
during a special session dedicated to
new designers.

During the exhibition, more than 500
people visited the Texmedin Design
Challenge area, while the fashion show
- on Sunday 3@ April 2011- was
attended by more than 350 people
(press, fashion school representatives,
industrialists and designers). The
Fashion Week was the perfect
occasion to distribute and disseminate
the Texmedin project promotional
materials such as leaflets, posters,
brochures and publications.

Next TEXMEDIN Event:
20th-22nd June 2011,
Lyon

The next TEXMEDIN Operative
Meeting and Study Visit will be held
from 20t to 22nd June 2011 in Lyon.
In conjunction with these two working
days the TEXMEDIN Design Challenge
Interregional Jury will meet to evaluate
the prototypes and to proclaim the
final winners. The jury will be
composed of five members, one from
each Inspiring Lab territory, as follows:
Pere Moline - Fashion Designer
(Terrassa), Vassilis Masselos - T&A
Industry (Athens), Emanuela Contini -
Fashion Marketing Expertise (Carpi),
Juliana De Nicola - Fashion Blogger
(Prato) and Nadine Gelas - Vice
President of Grand Lyon.

Check out for final winners at our
project’s web site (www.texmedin.eu)!

The final winners of the
TEXMEDIN Design
Challenge on ACTE
Young Designers
Contest

The three final winners of TEXMEDIN
Design Challenge will have the
opportunity to participate to the ACTE
Young Designers Contest. The
“TEXMEDIN” designers will have to
present 2 outfits, the winning one from
the TEXMEDIN Design Challenge
competition and the other one
specifically made on the theme
selected by ACTE, that for this year is
“Sustainability”. The winner of this
contest will get a scholarship for an
educational internship in a company
placed on the international market.
The final fashion show will take place
in Riccione (taly) on 22Md of July 2011
during the Riccione Italia Fashion Week
2011.

For more information, visit the ACTE
Web site: www.acte.net.

@ Emo Risaliti Graphic Designer



