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THE ORIGINS 

AND THE EDUCATIONAL VOCATION



THE MUSEUM WAS OPENED IN 1975 IN THE 
TEXTILE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE “TULLIO BUZZI”

AS A CULTURAL INSTITUTION FOR THE RECOVERY 
OF THE LOCAL PRODUCTIVE HISTORY 

TO SUPPORT TRAINING IN THE SECTOR OF TEXTILE 
DESIGN

THIS EDUCATIONAL POURPOSE IS ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT FEATURES OF THE MUSEUM 

MISSION







PRATO TEXTILE HYSTORY 

AND THE INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT



WOOL MANIFACTURING STARTS 

FROM MEDIEVAL AGES



THE DEVELOPMENT OF TEXTILE INDUSTRIALIZATION: 

THE MUSEUM COLLECTS SAMPLE BOOKS 

FROM 19°CENTURY



THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TEXTILE DISTRICT STARTS

FROM THE TRADITION OF RIGENERATED WOOL



TODAY PRATO TEXTILE DISCTRICT COMPRISES 

OVER 7000 ENTERPRISES PRODUCING: 

FABRICS, YARNS, CLOTHING, TEXTILE MACHINERY



INNOVATING PROCESSES AND MATERIALS 

IS A STRATEGIC FEATURE FOR PRATO:

THE MUSEUM DOCUMENTS THIS 

TECHNOLOGICAL AND PRODUCTIVE INNOVATION 



THE MANAGEMENT



STRONGLY ROOTED IN THE LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
FABRIC OF THE PRATO DISTRICT

IS MANAGED BY THE FONDAZIONE MUSEO DEL TESSUTO, 
PRIVATE LEGAL ENTITY FOUNDED IN 2003 BY 

THE MUNICIPALITY OF PRATO
THE PROVINCE OF PRATO
THE PRATO INDUSTRIAL UNION
THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INDUSTRY AND CRAFTS OF 
PRATO

WITH THE PURPOSE OF MANAGING, ENHANCING AND 
PROMOTING TEXTILE HERITAGE THROUGH COLLABORATIONS 
BETWEEN THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS



MUSEUM MISSION



TO ENHANCE AND PROMOTE TEXTILE CULTURE 

ANCIENT / CONTEMPORARY

LOCAL / INTERNATIONAL

TROUGH:

COLLECTION/CONSERVATION
PERMANENT EXPOSITION
TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS
SEMINARS/CONFERENCES



EXHIBITIONS ON 

ANCIENT  TEXTILE MANIFACTURING



EXHIBITIONS ON CONTEMPORAY TEXTILE 
PRODUCTION



EXPORTING EXHIBITIONS



THE COLLECTIONS



OVER 6000 ANCIENT TEXTILES 

FROM COPTIC AGES TO 20°CENTURY 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF TEXTILE INDUSTRIALIZATION: 

THE MUSEUM COLLECTS SAMPLE BOOKS 

FROM 19°CENTURY



A CONTEMPORARY COLLECTION 

ARCHIVING  TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS AND 

NEW TRENDS FROM LOCAL COMPANIES



THE DEFINITIVE LOCATION



EX CIMATORIA CAMPOLMI FACTORY 

THE MOST IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF INDUSTRIAL 
ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE PROVINCE OF PRATO 

SITUATED INSIDE THE MEDIEVAL WALLS

5800 MTQ:ITS ARCHITECTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
BEGAN IN THE 1860S 

AND CONTINUED UP TO ABOUT 1950

STARTED AS A FABRIC CLIPPING MILL, AND 
EXPANDED ITS PRODUCTION INTRODUCING ALL 

STAGES OF TEXTILE FINISHING, INCLUDING DYEING











ACTIVITIES TO INCREASE PARTNERSHIP

BETWEEN 

HERITAGE AND DESIGN



ATELIER: THE ANCIENT COLLECTIONS AS A SOURCE 
OF INSPIRATION
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Ogival patterned velvet, 
Italy, XV century

Etro, a/w 2000-01



‘ATELIER’ EXPERIENCE 
AT PRATO
TEXTILE MUSEUM



CONTESTS FOR YOUNG DESIGNERS 



IN CONNECTION WITH “THAYAHT, AN ARTIST AT 
THE ORIGINS OF MADE IN ITALY” EXHIBITION





JANUARY 2009 – 2010: PLAY TREND
A NEW EUROPEAN FASHION CONTEST

www.playtrendcontest.eu



EUROPEAN NETWORKING



2006-2007



A NETWORK TO ENHANCE EUROPEAN TEXTILE HERITAGE 
FOCUSES ON TEXTILE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION (SAMPLE 

BOOKS AND CONTEMPORARY COLLECTIONS)

WITH THE AIM OF PROVIDING A NETWORK BETWEEN
MUSEUMS AND ENTERPRISES ARCHIVES IN ORDER TO
GIVE A CULTURAL ADDED VALUE TO CONTEMPORARY

TEXTILE PRODUCTION






