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THE TEXTILE HERITAGE OF ITALY  
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THE CARPI DISTRICT and the CITER ARCHIVES 
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CARPI: THE FASHION LABYRINTH STITCH ARCHIVE HERITAG E IN THE  
TEXMEDIN DATABASE 
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On the one hand, Carpi is internationally recognised as a knitwear 
capital and it is therefore inevitable for knitwear stitches to be well 
documented but also extremely representative of this specialised 
field of production.  On the other hand, the creation of technical 
stitches for knitwear generally requires extensive preparation and a 
degree of experience that is hard to improvise (the combination of a 
specific yarn and a particular type of stitch can turn out to be a 
winning one or, on the contrary, of little interest).  
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It is also important to stress that  the availability  of vintage knitting stitches or knitwear articles is 
usually a difficult task because unless such garments 
are adequately looked after, they are subject to greater 
deterioration compared to garments made of shuttle 
fabrics. 
The C.I.T.E.R stitch archives thus provide a complete 
overview as regards research and, above all, technical 
feasibility for the yarn and stitch sector, as well as a 
complete picture of operations, techical procedures, 
treatments, applications and dyeing in the complex 
knitwear production process.  
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Archive as an INSPIRING resource  
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Skilled rag pickers were in high demand 

throughout the second half of the 19th 

century and well into the 20th century. 

Indeed, in the years immediately after the 

second world war, rags (imported from all 

over the world) were the only source of raw 

material available for the production of 

woollen textiles. 
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PRATO: HISTORIC ARCHIVES AS A CREATIVE RESOURCE: EX AMPLES AND 
REFERENCES IN CONTEMPORARY FASHION 
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8 Segmenta, clavi and tabulae are all decorative motifs, either sewn on as appliqués or woven in. 
**  Phaidon Koukoules discusses whether these terms refer to the type of garment or the type of fabric: see Phaidon 
Koukoules, ����������  �	
�  ���  

��������  (Byzantine Life and Civilization), vol. II, Papazisis Editions, Athens 
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